
  

Newsletter 
 
Dear Students, 

 
We wanted to remind you that we are planning for our school's LCME review in March of 2027. 
The LCME is the Liaison Committee on Medical Education, and they are our accrediting body. 
Accreditation is important to you as it allows you to continue your education into residency and 
fellowship. It is important for us as it allows us to continue to recruit outstanding students.  

 
This newsletter is now the seventh in the series. The purpose of these newsletters is to provide 
you with information that will help you prepare for your role during that visit.  

 
Soon, you will be asked to complete the ISA – Independent Student Analysis. Class of 2027, 
thank you for your response rate. You’ve set the bar high. Class of 2028, you’ll be up next, and 
you’ll hear more from your student reps at an upcoming Town Hall meeting.  
 
The ISA is a student lead initiative which creates a survey for you to complete and then analyze 
so that the results can be provided to the LCME. The LCME will use the results to focus upon 
areas of your medical school where improvements are needed.  

 
We’d like you to answer these questions accurately, and we’d like to equip you with the 
information to do just that. 

 
In this seventh newsletter, we would like to focus on “The LEARN Curriculum”. The LEARN 
curriculum was first enacted in 2014 and since its inception has gone through some minor and 
major changes including switching Phase 1 to pass/fail and adding wellness weeks between the 
clerkship blocks. 
 
Phase 1 – Preclinical Phase 
 
The preclinical phase (Phase I) of the LEARN curriculum is designed to provide you with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to excel during the clerkship phase (Phase II) of the curriculum.  
 
Each of the courses provide you with objectives that were crafted from our institutional learning 
objectives (ILO’s), National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) content and specialty society 
content. Additionally, the courses include formative and low stakes feedback in the form of 



quizzes and homework assignments to help you gauge your understanding of the material 
before you sit for the high stakes NBME subject exam. These NBME exams ultimately help to 
prepare you for the Step 1 USMLE exam. 
 
Through the Introduction to Clinical Medicine (ICM) course, you are trained on the clinical skills 
necessary to navigate the Clerkship year. This includes history gathering and physical 
examination skills. It also includes clinical reasoning, documentation and presentation skills.  
This is done through multiple activities in the Clinical Simulation Center, clinical preceptor 
sessions and small groups. These skills are evaluated during the OSCE midterm and final 
exams. Finally, these important skills are reviewed once more during the Transition to Clinical 
Care (TCC) course.  
 
Although we have always had opportunities for Self-Directed Learning in the preclinical 
curriculum, we’ve recently adapted training in this area to be more compliant with LCME 
requirements. We believe this improvement will make you even more prepared to research 
clinical questions during Phase II.  
 
Finally, we are becoming more cognizant of the amount of time required to prepare for classes, 
complete assignments and prepare for evaluations. Changes have been made on the instructor 
end on CBASE to highlight the time required to complete the work, and therefore, encourage 
instructors to be more mindful. 
 
Phase 2 – Clerkship Phase 
 
The clerkship phase of your curriculum is a rigorous year when you are exposed to a wide 
variety of patients with great breadth of acuity. Although the new learning experiences are 
stressful at times, our students feel well prepared and you are always supervised and supported 
by residents, fellows and attendings.  
 
During the clerkships which are 4 weeks in length or longer, we provide mid-clerkship feedback 
to help you gauge your progress. This feedback is typically given at the midpoint and provides 
as much objective data that is available at that time. 
 
The summative evaluations in each of the clerkships are structured to measure medical 
knowledge acquisition and clinical skills by using NBME shelf exams and other assessments 
(i.e. clinical evaluations, OSCEs, write-ups, etc.). Every year we revisit these evaluations to 
make them more objective and comprehensive. However, even with these improvements, if you 
ever feel that your grade was unfair you can appeal it through our Grade Appeal Committee. 
 
Overall, I’m proud to say that despite this being a year with a steep learning curve, our students 
rise to the occasion and develop to become great clinicians. Additionally, we find the feedback 
that we receive from our students is extremely helpful for us to make incremental improvements.   
 
Phase 3 – Advanced Clinical Phase 
 
The final phase of the LEARN curriculum has been designed with flexibility and time for 
exploration in mind. Additionally, we want to you to feel prepared to start residency on day one. 
 
putting you in the best possible position to match. 
 
You have ample time to prepare for the USMLE Step 1 and 2 exams and because of this time 



and the structure of our curriculum, our students do very well on these exams.  
 
The elective requirements are reasonable and flexible, thus giving you ample time to explore the 
specialty (or specialties) of your choice, rotate through away subI’s, apply to and interview at 
programs and put your best foot forward to match at the program of your choice. Elective 
options include both clinical and nonclinical electives to provide even more flexibility.  
 
Finally, our Transition to Residency (TTR) courses and Advanced Clinical Experience (ACE) 
courses provide an on-time review of the essentials to get you ready on day one of residency. 
Our LEARN curriculum is solid but not stagnant. We have made some great adjustments over 
the years, all based upon student feedback. We’ll continue to fine tune it based on your needs 
and suggestions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Wackett, MD 
Vice Dean of UGME 


