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 2016 Presentations 
 
Bridges, R.G., Sohn, S.-Y., Wright, J., Leppard, K.N., and Hearing, P. The Adenovirus E4-ORF3 
Protein Stimulates SUMOylation of the General Transcription Factor TFII-I to Direct Proteasomal 
Degradation. DNA Tumor Virus Meeting 2016. July 18-23, Montreal, Canada. 
 
Burton, E., Koganti, S., Li, X., and Bhaduri-McIntosh, S. Kruppel-associated Box (KRAB)-associated 
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Cycle. 17th International Symposium on Epstein-Barr Virus and Associated Diseases. August 8-12, 
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13-16, 2016. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, NY. 
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 2016 Awards 
 
Bridges, R. 2016 SBU Sigma Xi Travel Award, $150. 
Bridges, R. 2016 MGM Annual Retreat Poster Award, $100. 
Bryan, A. 2016 Teresa Haire Award, $250. 
Burton, E. Third Place Oral Presentation Award. 17th International Symposium on Epstein-Barr 

Virus and Associated Diseases. August 8-12, 2016, Zurich, Switzerland. 
Chung, L. 2016 Abrahams Award for Outstanding Achievement by a Graduate Student, $1000. 
Kopping, E. 2016 Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award for Individual Predoctoral 

Fellows (F31). National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
Kopping, E. 2016 Distinguished Travel Award, $700. Stony Brook University Graduate Student 

Organization. 



 2016 Awards (continued) 
 
Kopping, E. 2016 Distinguished Service Award, $350. 
Zhang, S. (2016) MGM Annual Retreat Poster Award, $100. 
 
 

 2016 Graduations 
 
Dr. Anand Bhagwat, PhD (Mentor: Christopher Vakoc). Anand is in the clinical phase of the Medical 
Scientist Training Program at Stony Brook University. 
 
Dr. Lawton Chung, PhD (Mentor: James Bliska). Lawton has accepted a postdoctoral research 
position in the laboratory of Dr. Manuella Raffatellu in the Department of Microbiology and 
Molecular Genetics at the University of California at Irvine School of Medicine. 
 
Dr. Justin Gardin, PhD (Mentor: Bruce Futcher). Justin has accepted a postdoctoral research 
position at the Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine.  
 
Dr. Elitza Ivanova, PhD (Mentor: Nicholas Carpino). Ellie has accepted a postdoctoral research 
position in Sergei Koralov’s group in the Department of Pathology at NYU. 
 
Dr. Patrick McLaughlin, PhD (Mentor: Adrianus van der Velden). Patrick will continue working in the 
van der Velden laboratory as a postdoctoral fellow in collaboration with St. Georges University 
School of Veterinary Medicine. 
 
Dr. Tomoki Nomakuchi, PhD (Mentor: Adrian Krainer). Tomoki is in the clinical phase of the Medical 
Scientist Training Program at Stony Brook University. 
 
Dr. Hirel Patel, PhD (Mentor: Jessica Seeliger). Hiren, a member of the Medical Scientist Training 
Program, is in the clinical phase of his medical school training. 
 
Dr. Glenn Werneberg, PhD (Mentor: David Thanassi). Glenn is in the clinical phase of the Medical 
Scientist Training Program at Stony Brook University. 
 
 

 2017 MGM Graduate Student-Hosted Seminar Speakers 
 
MGM graduate students have invited two leading scientists to speak in the MGM seminar series in 
2017. Dr. Harmit Malik, Principal Investigator at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, will 
speak on March 13, 2017 and Dr. Martin Blaser, the Muriel and George Singer Professor of 
Medicine and Director of the Human Microbiome Project at NYU, will speak on April 17, 2017. 
Please contact hosts Nick Van Skike (Nick.VanSkike@stonybrook.edu) or Arielle Bryan 
(Arielle.Scardino@stonybrook.edu) if you would like to speak with either Dr. Malik or Dr. Blaser 
during their visits. 
 
 



 NIAID F31 Fellowship Award - Erik Kopping 
 
 
Congratulations to Erik Kopping on being awarded an NIH F31 
predoctoral fellowship! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 New MGM Training Faculty Member - Dr. Pawan Kumar 
 
Please help welcome Dr. Pawan Kumar to the Department of Molecular Genetics & Microbiology and 
the MGM PhD Program. Dr. Kumar earned a DVM from Ranchi Veterinary College in India, a Master 
of Veterinary Sciences from the University of Liverpool, U.K., and a PhD in dermatopharmacology 
from the University of Southampton, UK. Dr. Kumar completed two postdoctoral fellowships in 
immunology, the most recent in the laboratory of Dr. Jay Kolls at the University of Pittsburgh. The 
focus of his research in MGM will initially be on the role of IL-17 receptor signaling in intestinal 
homeostasis and in autoimmune neuroinflammation. 


