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We found that a lot of people work in silos - they don't see the connections between what they do and how
another part of the airline operates.
The silo mentality that keeps different parts of the healthcare industry from working together.”

 The goal is to level the barriers created when an organization's data is siloed.
 The study of the Web has been siloed into certain areas.”

Silo: noun
“a part of a company, organization, or system that does not communicate with, understand, or work well with other
parts:

Silo: verb
“to separate something or someone from other things or people:

[1]



Medical research has a serious problem that, while not unique to our field, potentially has a greater impact than on
research in other fields. Ever increasing amounts of clinical data are generated and stored, “data which if analyzed,
could hold the key to unlocking cures for rare diseases, help us manage our health risk factors, and provide
evidence for public policy decisions.” [2] However, much of these data are siloed and inaccessible to researchers.  
The reasons these data are siloed are myriad, including governmental regulations (e.g., Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA), International Safe Harbor Privacy Principles), terms-of-use restrictions
(commercial and non-commercial), lack of communication between researchers, cross-platform incompatibility,
and informed consent issues.

Addressing contemporary research questions in many fields requires integrating multiple areas of expertise.
Medical researchers explore isolated components of extraordinarily complex, interconnected systems; the
challenge is integrating the results of these isolated explorations and recognizing the impact on the overarching
system. Silos hinder progress towards understanding the basis of disease and development of novel treatments. 

For example, the folate metabolism pathway has been successfully targeted since 1948 when aminopterin was
used to treat childhood leukemia. [3] Methotrexate, an inhibitor of dihydrofolate reductase, was developed in
1949. [4] Its use led to the first recorded cure of a solid tumor by chemotherapy when a woman with terminal
choriocarcinoma was treated in 1959. [5] The folate-receptor 1 (FOLR-1) was identified as a biomarker for
epithelial ovarian cancer at least a decade ago [6].  The folate receptor alpha (FRα) is a
glycosylphosphatidylinositol-anchored glycoprotein encoded by the FOLR-1 gene that is expressed on ovarian
cancer cells but not on normal cells. [7] Last November, the FDA granted accelerated approval for the use of
mirvetuximab soravtansine to treat adults with FRα-positive, platinum-resistant epithelial ovarian, fallopian tube,
or primary peritoneal cancer who have received one to three prior systemic regimens. Concomitantly, the FDA
approved the Ventana FOLR1 RxDx Assay as a companion diagnostic test. [8] Mirvetuximab soravtansine, an
antibody-drug conjugate (ADC), is one of the first biomarker-driven therapies for ovarian cancer, enabling
screening of patients with recurrent disease at earlier stages. 

The pathway from identifying the factor (subsequently called folic acid, after the Latin follium for leaf, as it was
isolated from spinach leaves) discovered in the 1930’s by a missionary physician in India treating impoverished,
pregnant textile workers with megaloblastic anemia [9] to FDA approval for mirvetuximab soravtansine to treat
recurrent ovarian cancer has taken nearly a century and required overcoming the impact of innumerable siloed
disciplines.

Within the scientific research community, including medical research, silos have been blamed for hindering
progress by hindering communication.  According to one review, there are three aspects that define scientific
research silos: “(1) enormous growth in the knowledge available to scientists, (2) organization of scientists into
communities and (3) slowing of the propagation of scientific knowledge between those communities.” [10]

The factors leading to a silo mentality include leadership discord, poor information-sharing, unclear priorities,
communication obstacles, lack of feedback opportunities, and narrow expertise. In a siloed culture, delays,
mistrust and rivalry between teams, unwillingness to accept responsibility and task duplication progressively
worsen and disrupt productivity. [11]
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There are effective strategies for breaking down silos in favor of integration.  At the corporate level, these
strategies include 1) building a unified vision mentality, 2) setting specific goals, 3) using a single, centralized
communication channel, 4) develop cross-team transparency, 5) increase opportunities for cross-team
collaboration, communication and interaction, 6) foster a sense of community and support, and 7) create a safe
space for feedback.  [11] 

This diagram depicts ‘the important role of interdisciplinary integration within the research process and several
strategies that researchers can implement to build successful integration across fields.” [15] 
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Although difficult to implement, “true interdisciplinary research escapes the shackles of particular theoretical
prejudices, privileged methods or favourite solutions. This is usually achieved not through large programmes, but
in more intimate pluralities embodied within small teams, or even individuals. Genuinely interdisciplinary
researchers publish in or between several different fields, moving to and fro over time. The result is greater
openness and transparency about the diversity of ways to understand and address particular problems.”[16]

As I discussed in my Vice-Chairman’s Report last year, one of Dr. Igarashi’s (Dean, Renaissance School of
Medicine) core research-related themes is interdisciplinary research, echoing the stated goal of Dr. McInnis
(President, Stony Brook University) of “fostering more effective collaboration on our campuses and with partners
in our community.” Within our department, we have a “multidisciplinary team approach to women’s healthcare,
clinical education and research.” Our active multidisciplinary research teams, some of which were described in last
year’s report, strive to create and expand knowledge of women's health through basic and clinical research and to
bring the fruits of scientific discovery to our patients. 

To further highlight one of our leading multidisciplinary research teams, Drs. J. Gerald Quirk and Cassandra
Heiselman (Maternal-Fetal Medicine) are in the fifth year of their NIH-funded RO1, “Predictive Analytics for
Monitoring the Well-Being of Fetuses”, with Drs. Petar Djuric (Electrical Engineering), IV Ramakrishnan (Computer
Science), Christian Luhmann (Psychology) and Paul Fodor (Computer Science).  “The main objective of the project
is to use recent breakthroughs in machine learning to drive the development of predictive analytics to support
and improve the interpretation of EFM data, especially under real world conditions and in real time where clinicians
must make timely decisions about interventions to prevent adverse outcomes. It is anticipated that the results of
this project will contribute to significantly decreased use of operative vaginal delivery and cesarean delivery while
more precisely defining the fetus at risk for developing metabolic acidosis and long-term neurologic injury.” [17]

This is a truly interdisciplinary, highly productive collaboration, yielding 26 presentations at national meetings, one
book chapter, one peer-reviewed paper and an annual average of nine students mentored thus far. For further
information regarding this interdisciplinary collaboration, please explore their public website at https://preana-
fo.ece.stonybrook.edu/

As we move forward, with the commitment of the Renaissance School of Medicine and Stony Brook University, we
will continue to break down silos, improve our multidisciplinary activities and strive towards true
interdisciplinarity. 
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2022-2023 Data
Grant applications: 8
Publications: 21 
Abstracts: 31  
New studies opened: 12
Faculty conducting research: 27
Grants funded: 11 

As you can see from the data below, we have a productive departmental research program. We continue to focus
on solutions, rather than bemoan the challenges.  With the ongoing support of Renaissance School of Medicine
and Stony Brook University’s leadership, the unwavering support of our past and interim chairmen, Drs. Griffin
and Burke, and the Division of Research’s staff, we remain optimistic about our research program.
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The Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine recognizes the importance of research by
our faculty members, residents and students. One of our core values, as part of the academic mission of the
department, is to establish an atmosphere of respect and excitement for research. Our commitment to
multidisciplinary team-based women’s healthcare is a key component of our efforts to create and expand
knowledge and improve the quality of our patients’ lives through excellent basic, translational, and clinical
research. The Department’s mission to foster clinical investigation and translational research amongst the faculty
is supported by an established and rapidly growing Division of Research. 

Critical to the success of our endeavor is the integration of the pillars of academic medicine: clinical care,
education, and research. Excellence in one of these domains is always dependent upon success in the other two.
To this end, the Division of Research is dedicated to supporting our faculty members, residents and students in a
variety of ways. A few of these, all part of an ever-expanding list, include: 

·Aiding our investigators in developing their research interests 
·Assisting researchers in the design and development of their projects 
·Providing assistance with regulatory compliance 
·Helping to identify and secure funding for research projects 
·Providing mechanisms to find collaborators in other departments 
·Creating opportunities to meet with other investigators to discuss common interests 
·Fostering inter-departmental and inter-institutional collaborative research efforts 
·Hosting regular research meetings for faculty and staff where projects can be discussed 

MISSION
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STAFF

Michael Pearl, MD | Vice-Chair for Research 
and Faculty Development 
Dr. Michael Pearl is a Professor, Division of Gynecological Oncology; the Vice Chairman, 
ObGyn Research and Faculty Development; the Director of Women's Cancer 
Services, Cancer Center and the Medical Director, Cancer Center Clinical Trials
Office.  He is the Principal Investigator at Stony Brook Medicine for NRG Oncology, 
a National Cancer Institute-funded cooperative research group dedicated 
to promoting excellence in the quality and integrity of scientific research. As 
Vice-Chair, Dr. Pearl oversees departmental research projects and advises faculty 
and staff on related matters.

Elizabeth Roemer, MA | Associate Director of Research 
Elizabeth Roemer is the primary point-of-contact between the Division 
of Research and the SUNY Research Foundation offices and the Stony 
Brook Office of Vice President for Research. She facilitates interaction with 
academic departments on and off campus and aids faculty and residents in 
developing their research interests. In addition, Ms. Roemer identifies and 
tracks funding opportunities and works with faculty to develop strategies
 and proposals for grant and clinical research funding. She is the Division’s 
key resource to obtain auxiliary services and assistance for research enterprises.

Deidre Lee, MHS | Senior Research Support Specialist
Deidre Lee provides support for faculty and residents in their research
 studies and coordinates industry-sponsored clinical trials. In this role, she 
assists with preparation and submission of regulatory documents, consent
 and enrollment of eligible patients as study participants, and data collection 
and management. Ms. Lee also manages IRB submissions and ensures 
appropriate regulations are being followed throughout the course of studies. 
Additionally, she assists with building databases in REDCap, grant writing, 
chart reviews, and is responsible for managing undergraduate and medical 
student research assistants.
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Marci Lobel, PhD | Director, Stress and Reproduction (STAR)
Lab, Professor, Department of Psychology and Department
of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine
Marci Lobel, Ph.D. holds a primary appointment as Professor of Psychology. She is Director of
the Stony Brook Stress and Reproduction (STAR) Lab which focuses on perinatal stress,
coping, and health behaviors that affect maternal and child health. She collaborates with
colleagues in the US and Europe, is an author of more than 300 articles and conference
presentations, and is the recipient of national and university awards for her research, service,
teaching, and mentorship. She directs the International COVID-19 Pregnancy Experiences (I-
COPE) Study and is Co-Investigator of a project to develop the Profile for Maternal & Obstetric
Treatment Effectiveness (PROMOTE) prenatal vulnerability screening tool. 

James E. Swain, MD, PhD, FRCPC  | Associate Professor of
Psychiatry, Behavioral Health and Psychology 
Dr. Swain is cross appointed to Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Medicine at Stony
Brook Medicine, where he serves as perinatal mental health consultant to maternal fetal
medicine. He is Principal Investigator of National Institutes of Health research projects on
Maternal Brain-Behavior Adaptations and Interventions in the Early Postpartum. Currently a
fellow member of the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology, Dr. Swain has
authored over one hundred peer-reviewed articles and book chapters on the neuroscience of
parenting, stress, and development. 

Heidi Preis, MSW, PhD | Research Scientist, Department of
Psychology and Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and
Reproductive Medicine
Dr. Heidi Preis received her PhD in Social Work in 2018 and conducted a two-year postdoctoral
fellowship at the Stress and Reproduction Laboratory at Stony Brook University. She is
currently a Research Scientist in the Department of Psychology and an Assistant Research
Professor in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine. She is the
PI of two federally and institutionally funded research project. The SB-COPE Study which
follows a large national cohort of mothers who were pregnant during the COVID-19 pandemic
and their children and the PROMOTE project to improve screening for psychosocial
vulnerabilities and substance use in prenatal care.

AFFILIATED FACULTY
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July 2022
Abuzeid O, Heiligenstein M, Noureddine L, Heiselman C, Bernasko J. Acute glycogenic hepatopathy in pregnancy: a case
report and literature review. Case Reports in Perinatal Medicine. 2022 Jun 4;11(1):20210065.
https://doi.org/10.1515/crpm-2021-0065

Abuzeid O, Abdelahman A, LaChance J, Herrera K, Garry D, Abuzeid M. “Obstetric outcomes of twin gestation after In-
Vitro Fertilization and Embryo Transfer (IVT-ET) treatment in patients who underwent hysteroscopic septoplasty for
subseptate uterus”. Oral Presentation. European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology 38th Annual Meeting,
July 2022 

Franz B,  Fine E, Bacchi III JW. Effects of vaginal lichen planus on pregnancy. J Case Rep Images Obstet Gynecol Jun
2022;8(1):29–32

Ho SS, Rosenthal RN, Fox H, Garry D, Gopang M, Rollins MJ, Soliman S, Swain JE. Compassion within conflict: Toward a
computational theory of social groups informed by maternal brain physiology. Behavioral & Brain Sciences. 2022 Jul 1;45.
DOI: 10.1017/S0140525X21001436 

Kohut AY, Kuhn T, Conrad LB, Chua KJ, Abuelafiya M, Gordon AN, Flowers L, Orfanelli T, Blank S, Khanna N. Thirty-day
postoperative adverse events in minimally invasive versus open abdominal radical hysterectomy for early-stage cervical
cancer. Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynecology. 2022 Jul 1;29(7):840-7. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmig.2022.03.014

Rabbani AY, Kim S, Gossner G, Burke W, Sandoval S, Krajewski A, Pearl ML. Clinical outcome of multidisciplinary treatment
of vulvar necrotizing fasciitis. Journal of Wound Care. 2022 Jul 1;31(Sup7):S20-9. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/23293691.2020.1780395

August 2022
Chen T, Feng G, Heiselman C, Quirk JG, Djurić PM. Characterizing Fetal Heart Rate From A State Space Perspective. 2022
30th European Signal Processing Conference (EUSIPCO) 2022 Aug 29 (pp. 1248-1252). 
IEEE. doi: 10.23919/EUSIPCO55093.2022.9909917.

September 2022
Panzarella DA, Peresleni T, Collier JL, Kocis C, Baker DA. Vestibulodynia and the Vaginal Microbiome: A Case-Control
Study. The Journal of Sexual Medicine. 2022 Sep 1;19(9):1451-62.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsxm.2022.06.014

Preis H, Mahaffey B, Heiselman C, Lobel M. The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on birth satisfaction in a prospective
cohort of 2,341 US women. Women and Birth. 2022 Sep 1;35(5):458-65. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wombi.2021.10.004

Preis H, Mahaffey B, Lobel M. Factors related to COVID-19 vaccination intention and uptake among childbearing
women. Health Psychology. 2022 Sep 8. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1037/hea0001221

Preis H, Somers J, Mahaffey B, Lobel M. When pregnancy and pandemic coincide: changes in stress and anxiety
over the course of pregnancy. Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology. 2022 Sep 8:1-5.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02646838.2022.2117289

Preis H, Yin D, Yang J, Pati S. Program, cultural and neighbourhood factors related to attrition from a community‐based
enriched medical home program in the United States. Health & Social Care in the Community. 2022 Sep;30(5):2013-24.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/hsc.13582
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September 2022 (Cont.)
Salyer C, Littell RD, Pearl ML, Brown AJ, Popowich S, Lefkowits C, Spoozak L. Palliative care in gynecologic oncology: a
narrative review of current literature and vision for the future. Annals of Palliative Medicine. 2022 Sep 25;11(11):3543. DOI:
https://dx.doi.org/10.21037/apm-22-708

October 2022
Bronson R. In a Corner of the Cavernous Ward. Family Medicine. 2022 Oct 1;54(9):734-. doi:
10.22454/FamMed.2022.156130

Giannopoulos S, Bozkus CC, Zografos E, Athanasiou A, Bongiovanni AM, Doulaveris G, Bakoyiannis CN, Theodoropoulos
GE, Zografos GC, Witkin SS, Orfanelli T. Targeting Both Autophagy and Immunotherapy in Breast Cancer Treatment.
Metabolites. 2022 Oct 12;12(10):966. https://doi.org/10.3390/metabo12100966

Levinson A, Mahaffey B, Lobel M, Preis H. Development and psychometric properties of the pandemic-related postpartum
stress scale (PREPS-PP). Journal of Psychosomatic Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2022 Oct 2;43(4):426-32. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/0167482X.2021.2013798 

Preis H, Bojsza E, Lindenfeld L, Gan TJ, Pati S. Process evaluation of a medical improvisation program for healthcare
communication training. Journal of Communication in Healthcare. 2022 Oct 2;15(4):260-6.  DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/17538068.2021.2012750

Preis H, Djurić PM, Ajirak M, Chen T, Mane V, Garry DJ, Heiselman C, Chappelle J, Lobel M. Applying machine learning
methods to psychosocial screening data to improve identification of prenatal depression: Implications for clinical practice
and research. Archives of Women's Mental Health. 2022 Oct;25(5):965-73. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00737-022-01259-z

December 2022
Lobel M, Preis H, Mahaffey B, Schaal NK, Yirmiya K, Atzil S, Reuveni I, Balestrieri M, Penengo C, Colli C, Garzitto M. Common
model of stress, anxiety, and depressive symptoms in pregnant women from seven high-income Western countries at the
COVID-19 pandemic onset. Social Science & Medicine. 2022 Dec 1;315:115499.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.115499 

Nasioudis D, Gossner G, Burke W, Orfanelli T. EP417/# 795 Value of surgical lymph node assessment for patients with
vulvar melanoma. International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer Dec 2022;32:A222.
https://ijgc.bmj.com/content/32/Suppl_3/A222.1

Nasioudis D, Gossner G, Burke W, Orfanelli T. EP141/# 791 Does positive peritoneal cytology alter oncologic outcomes of
patients with clinical early stage low-grade endometrioid endometrial carcinoma? International Journal of Gynecological
Cancer.  Vol. 32, Iss. Suppl 3,  (Dec 2022): A105-A105. 

Preis H, Dobias M, Cohen K, Bojsza E, Whitney C, Pati S. A mixed-methods program evaluation of the Alda Healthcare
Experience-a program to improve healthcare team communication. BMC Medical Education. 2022 Dec28;22(1):897. DOI
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12909-022-03972-w

Preis H, Whitney C, Kocis C, Lobel M. Saving time, signaling trust: Using the PROMOTE self-report screening instrument to
enhance prenatal care quality and therapeutic relationships. PEC innovation. 2022 Dec 1;1:100030.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pecinn.2022.100030
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January 2023
Chan C, Franz B, Tiwari M, Chappelle J. Antenatal anxiety as a predictor for postpartum depression. American Journal of
Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S452. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.782
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01666-0/fulltext

Doulaveris G, Orfanelli T, Barlow S, Rotenberg O. Differences between proximal and distal endometrial monolayer
thickness in women aged over 50 years undergoing saline infusion sonohysterography. Acta Radiologica.
2023Jan;64(1):415-20. https://doi.org/10.1177/02841851211072278

Feng G, Heiselman C, Quirk JG, Djurić PM. Cardiotocography analysis by empirical dynamic modeling and Gaussian
processes. Frontiers in Bioengineering and Biotechnology. 2023 Jan 12;10:1057807. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.3389/fbioe.2022.1057807

Fuchs A, Heiselman C, Fassler R, Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Abuzeid O, Garretto D, Choi J, Avila C, Herrera K, Garry D. Early
Pregnancy Serum Ferritin in the Non-Anemic Patient as a Predictor of Anemia at Delivery. American Journal of Obstetrics
& Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S91-2. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.196
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01080-8/fulltext

Heiligenstein MA, Preis H, Baucicot M, Melian C, Korlipara H, Franz B, Garry D, Heiselman C. Effectiveness of an induction of
labor educational video on maternal knowledge. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S700-1.
DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.1173
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)02057-9/fulltext

Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Parikh B, Kohli HK, Gorman M, Bernasko J, Garretto D, Garry D, Heiselman C, Herrera K. Pre-
operative planning for placenta accreta spectrum and delivery outcomes. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology.
2023 Jan 1;228(1):S287-8. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.510
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01394-1/fulltext

Lee R, Zhang L, Hua A, Garry D, Ngai I. Low fetal fraction on cell free DNA screening is associated with preterm birth and
preeclampsia. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S562-3.
DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.955

Milone GF, Tiwari M, Mclnerney HJ, Franz B, Chappelle J, Persad MD, Herrera KM. Does a video module improve patient
adherence to recommended gestational weight gain guidelines? The Journal of Maternal-Fetal & Neonatal Medicine. 2023
Jan 31;36(1):2166400. https://doi.org/10.1080/14767058.2023.2166400

Noureddine LR, Heiselman C, Riddle K, Monaco GL, Figueroa M, Bernasko J. Gender differences in obstetrics NIH funding.
American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S348-9. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.612
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01496-X/fulltext

Noureddine LR, Bernasko J, Riddle K, Monaco GL, Figueroa M, Saliba E, Heiselman C. Characteristics of funding for
maternal-fetal medicine investigators in obstetrics. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan
1;228(1):S677. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.1138.
 https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)02022-1/fulltext
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January 2023 (Cont.)
Parikh B, Pattanaik R, Shinder E, Heiselman C, Garretto D, Garry D, Herrera K. Wild type through omicron: obstetric
outcomes across COVID-19 waves. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S443. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.766
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01650-7/fulltext

Parikh B, Shinder E, Pattanaik R, Herrera K, Garretto D, Garry D, Heiselman C. Wild type through Omicron: Maternal
outcomes across COVID-19 waves. American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S100-1. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2022.11.212

Singleton G, Parikh B, Heiselman C, Garry D. Maternal depression and its effect on spontaneous and indicated preterm
births within the nuMoM2b cohort. In American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 2023 Jan 1;228(1):S481.
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01713-6/fulltext

Stewart L, Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Parikh B, Shinder E, Heiselman C, Herrera K, Garretto D, Garry D. COVID pandemic
effect on prenatal care utilization in women with OUD. American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology. 2023 Jan
1;228(1):S350-. https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(22)01498-3/fulltext

February 2023
Bronson R. Hajj. Family Medicine. Feb 2023;55(5):345-. doi: 10.22454/FamMed.2023.325350

Fuchs A, Heiselman C, Fassler R, Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Abuzeid O, Garretto D, Choi J, Avila C, Herrera K, Garry D. “Early
Pregnancy Serum Ferritin in the Non-Anemic Patient as a Predictor of Anemia at Delivery”.  
Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine 43th Annual Pregnancy Meeting, San Francisco, CA. February 2023. 

Kaufman L, Schoppen Z, Gabbur N. Is it Time for a National One-Stop-Shop Model for Residency Fairs? National APGO
CREOG meeting, 2023 Feb27-29 Poster

Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Parikh B, Kohli H, Gorman M, Bernasko J, Garretto D, Garry D, Heiselman C, Herrera K. “Pre-
operative planning for placenta accreta spectrum and delivery outcomes”.   Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine 43th Annual
Pregnancy Meeting, San Francisco, CA. February 2023. And 17th Annual Women in Medicine Research Day, Stony Brook,
NY. March 2023.

Parikh B, Shinder E, Pattanaik R, Herrera K, Garretto D, Garry D, Heiselman C. “Wild type through Omicron: Maternal
outcomes across COVID-19 waves”.  Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine 43th Annual Pregnancy Meeting, San Francisco,
CA. February 2023. And 17th Annual Women in Medicine Research Day, Stony Brook, NY. March 2023. 
  
Stewart L, Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Parikh B, Shinder E, Heiselman C, Herrera K, Garretto D, Garry D. “COVID Pandemic
Effect on Prenatal Care Utilization in Women with OUD”.  Society of Maternal Fetal Medicine 43th Annual Pregnancy
Meeting, San Francisco, CA. February 2023. And 17th Annual Women in Medicine Research Day, Stony Brook, NY. March
2023.

March 2023
Fine E, Kiefer A, Pinho G, Ogundipe O, Blaber J, Bacchi J. The importance of ultrasound diagnosis in cesarean scar
pregnancies for provision of safe abortion treatment. Poster, UltraCon March 2023

Kim J, Abuzeid O, Heiselman C, Garry D, Herrera K. “Isolated Fetal Pleural Effusion with Progression to Non- Immune
Hydrops Fetalis: A case report and literature review”. Oral Presentation. UltraCon, American Institute of Ultrasound in
Medicine Annual Conference (AIUM). March 2023
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March 2023 (Cont.)
Kim J, Parikh B, Noureddine L, Garry D, Herrera K, Heiselman C. “COVID-19 Pandemic and Neonatal and Infant Outcomes”.
Poster 17th Annual Women in Medicine Research Day, Stony Brook, NY. March 2023. 
  
Kohli H, Parikh B, Korgaonkar-Cherala C, Yang T, Stetler E, Gorman M, Garretto D, Garry D, Herrera K, Heiselman C.
“Concordance of ultrasound and MRI findings for diagnosis of placenta accreta spectrum”. Oral Presentation. UltraCon,
American Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine Annual Conference (AIUM). And Poster 17th Annual Women in Medicine
Research Day, Stony Brook, NY. March 2023. 

Ortega J, Orfanelli T, Levine E, Konstantinidis IT. The robotic future of minimally invasive cytoreduction and hyperthermic
intraperitoneal chemotherapy for peritoneal surface malignancies. Chinese Clinical Oncology. 2023 Mar 13:cco-22.
https://dx.doi.org/10.21037/cco-22-118

Parikh B, Abuzeid O, Heiselman D, Garry D, Garretto G, Herrera K. “Perinatal and Neonatal Outcomes with Psychiatric
Medication Exposure in Women with Opioid Use Disorder”. Poster 17th Annual Women in Medicine Research Day, Stony
Brook, NY. March 2023. 

April 2023
Preis H, Wang W, Zhu W, Mahaffey B, Lobel M. Social determinants of health, prenatal maternal stress, and earlier birth
during the COVID‐19 pandemic. Social and Personality Psychology Compass. 2023 Apr 19:e12751. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1111/spc3.12751

May 2023
Abuzeid O, Garretto D, Garry D, Heiselman C, Pattanaik R, Shinder E. Comparison of Pregnancy and COVID-19
Complications Stratified by Maternal Vaccination Status [ID: 1363064]. Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 May
1;141(5):72S-.DOI: https://doi.org/10.1097/01.AOG.0000930692.16301.8f

Heiselman C, Abuzeid O, Garry D, Heiligenstein M, Parikh B, Shinder E. Long-Term Developmental Outcomes of Infants
With Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome [ID: 1375900]. Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 May 1;141(5S):75S. DOI:
10.1097/01.AOG.0000930880.52685.21

Letizia A, Chappelle J. Utility of 1st-trimester preeclampsia workup in women with a history of preeclampsia The Society
for Academic Specialists in General Obstetrics and Gynecology (SASGOG). poster May 2023

Parikh B, Garretto D, Heiselman C, Herrera K, Kohli H, Korgaonkar-Cherala C. Effect of Race and Insurance on Outcomes in
Women With Placenta Accreta Spectrum [ID: 1374697]. Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 May 1;141(5):35S-. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.AOG.0000930172.46398.15

Schoppen Z, Gabbur N, Kaufman L, Miller S. Applicant and Program Director Perceptions Regarding Virtual Interviewing
and Signaling [ID: 1373344]. Obstetrics & Gynecology. 2023 May 1;141(5):96S-. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.AOG.0000931176.60501.1e
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June 2023
Burke W, Barkley J, Barrows E, Brooks R, Gecsi K, Huber-Keener K, Jeudy M, Mei S, O’Hara JS, Chelmow D. Executive
summary of the ovarian cancer evidence review conference. Obstetrics and Gynecology. 2023 Jul;142(1):179. Published
online 2023 Jun 7. doi: 10.1097/AOG.0000000000005211 . PMCID: PMC10278568.PMID: 37348094

Kim J, Abuzeid O, Heiselman C. Isolated Fetal Pleural Effusion with Progression to Non-Immune Hydrops Fetalis: A Case
Report and Literature Review. Clin Image Case Rep J. Jun 2023; 5(6):330
https://www.literaturepublishers.org/assets/images/articles/I4B2JW_ejUJNv_P58HzV_zEALC4_861082.pdf

Kim J, Bacchi J. Arteriovenous Malformation in the Setting of a Possible Cesarean Scar Pregnancy Managed Surgically: A
Case Report and Literature Review. Clin Image Case Rep J. Jun 2023; 5(6):328. 
https://www.literaturepublishers.org/archive/Arteriovenous-Malformation-in-the-Setting-of-a-Possible-Cesarean-
Scar-Pregnancy-Managed-Surgically:-A-Case-Report-and-Literature-Review.html

Mei S, Chelmow D, Gecsi K, Barkley J, Barrows E, Brooks R, Huber-Keener K, Jeudy M, O'Hara JS, Burke W. Health
disparities in ovarian cancer: report from the Ovarian Cancer Evidence Review Conference. Obstetrics and Gynecology.
2023 Jul;142(1):196. Published online 2023 Jun 7. doi: 10.1097/AOG.0000000000005210. PMCID: PMC10278570. PMID:
37348095

Schaal NK, Marca-Ghaemmaghami PL, Märthesheimer S, Hepp P, Preis H, Mahaffey B, Lobel M, Castro RA. Associations of
stress, anxiety, and partner satisfaction with maternal-fetal attachment in women pregnant during the COVID-19
pandemic: an online study. BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth. 2023 Jun;23(1):1-8. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-023-
05804-1

Waters C, Pinho G, Kim S, Blaber J, Lian X. The minimally invasive approach to abdominal cerclage: indications,
complications, and techniques for placement. Curr Opin Obstet Gynecol. 2023 Jun 1.
https://journals.lww.com/coobgyn/Fulltext/2023/08000/The_minimally_invasive_approach_to_abdominal.11.aspx 
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NEWLY APPROVED STUDIES

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine

July 2022
Utility of 1st Trimester Preeclamptic Laboratory Evaluation in Women with a History of Preeclampsia
Principal Investigator: Joseph Chappelle, MD

Retrospective Study Comparing Obstetric Outcomes of IVF Di-Di Twins vs Conceived Spontaneously
Principal Investigator: Kimberly Herrera, MD

August 2022
Preeclampsia risk factor screening and implementation of low-dose aspirin guidelines: a chart review
Principal Investigator: Kimberly Herrera, MD

September 2022
Comparing PAPP-A values in IVF/ICSO pregnancies with and without CHD
Principal Investigator: James Stelling, MD

October 2022
Women’s Health Social Media Consumption: A cross sectional survey
Principal Investigator: Fatima Daoud, MD

November 2022
Evaluation of Free Fluid in the Abdomen after a Cesarean Delivery Using the Focused Assessment with 
Sonography in Trauma (FAST) Scan
Principal Investigator: Ingy Khattaby, MD

January 2023
Assessing the Use of Additional Agents During Universal Cystoscopy Following Laparoscopic 
Hysterectomy for Benign Indications
Principal Investigator: Xun Lian, MD

March 2023
Is PCOS a risk factor for cervical dysplasia?
 Principal Investigator: Fatima Daoud Yilmaz, MD

Video Instructed Compliance of Antenatal Massage (VICAM)
Principal Investigator: Andre Plair, MD

Survey of Medical Student Perceptions on Residency Employee Coverage of Oocyte Cryopreservation
Principal Investigator: Lauren Safier, MD

April 2023
Concordance between expert impression and Rotterdam criteria in diagnosis of polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS)
 Principal Investigator: Elizabeth Garduno, MD, MPH



NEWLY APPROVED STUDIES 

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine

May 2023
Retrospective Study of External Cephalic Version for Noncephalic Presentation: Differences in Practice 
Based on Race and Ethnicity
Principal Investigator: Kimberly Herrera, MD

 Retrospective review of ultrasonographic evidence of cervical lengthening following cerclage placement
 Principal Investigator: Kimberly Herrera, MD

June 2023
Identifying and addressing barriers to postpartum care in patients with hypertensive disorders of pregnancy
Principal Investigator: Kimberly Herrera, MD



FUNDING ACTIVITY

July 2022
Dr. David Garry and Dr. Maricedes Acosta were awarded an SOM Dean’s Fusion Grant for their 2 year project:
“Role of Extracellular Vesicles in Prenatal Opioid Exposure”

Dr. James Swain received a NIDA Summer Research Internship Program Supplement for his R01 award: “Opioids
and Maternal Brain-Behavior Adaptation During the Early Postpartum”. Dr. David Garry and Chris Kocis are co-
Investigators.

August 2022
Dr. Joseph Chappelle, Ms. Kristin Rosato, and Ms. Elsa Singh applied to the New York State Department of Health
initiative: “Expanding Safe and Supportive Medical and/or Procedural Abortion Access in New York State Phase
Two”.

Dr. David Garry and Dr. James Bernasko, with Dr. Cassandra Heiselman and Dr. Sharon Nachman submitted an
application to NIH to become an NICHD Maternal Fetal Medicine Clinical Trial Site

Dr. James Swain received an NIH Administrative Supplement to his R01: “Violence Across the Lifespan – Opioids
Maternal Brain on the Opioids and Maternal Brain-Behavior Adaptation During the Early Postpartum” David Garry
and Chris Kocis are co-Investigators.

Dr. James Swain applied for a NIH Administrative Supplement to R61: Health Equity, Opioids and
Maternal Brain-Behavior Adaptation During the Early Postpartum”. David Garry and Chris Kocis are co-
Investigators.

September 2022
Dr. Kimberly Herrera and co-Investigators Dr. Cassandra Heiselman, Dr. Emily Stetler, Dr. Tiffany Yang and Ms.
Marianna Lawrence, submitted; “Improving Education of Opioid Use Disorder in Pregnancy Using a Multimodal
Educational Tool” to the Macy Foundation: Catalyst Award program.

October 2022
Dr. Cecilia Avila and co-PI Dr. Noelle Mann resubmitted: “HOPE (Heart Outcomes in Pregnancy: Expectations) for
Mom and Baby Study” an application for an NIH flow through grant to the Curators of the University of Missouri
from Saint Lukes’ Hospital of Kansas City.

Dr. Heidi Preis submitted an NIH R01 application: “Development and evaluation of a machine learning-based
clinical decision support tool to improve assessment and intervention in perinatal health” with co-Investigators
Dr. Cassandra Heiselman, Dr. Petar Djuric, Dr. IV Ramakrishnan and Dr Marci Lobel. Also participating as Faculty
are  Dr. Joseph Chappelle, Dr. Brittain Mahaffey, Dr. Shanthy Sridar and Dr. Clare Whitney.

November 2022
Dr. James Stelling is participating as faculty on Dr. Guy Schwartz’s Center of Excellence Renewal application to
the Huntington's Disease Society of America. Also participating are co-Investigators: Dr. Josephine Connolly-
Schoonen and Dr. Lisa Muratori, as well as Faculty: Dr. Nicole Absar, Dr. Craig Beale, Dr. Dodie Gillett, Dr. Brian
Lebowitz, Dr. Geoffrey O'connell, Dr. Cheryl Rooney and Dr. David Tegay.

Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Medicine



FUNDING ACTIVITY

December 2022
Dr. Cassandra Heiselman is the PI on “Pregnancy Expectations Among Stigmatized Populations: Life experiences,
Vulnerabilities, and Community Role” and application to the Long Island Network for Clinical and Translational
Science (LINCATS) opportunity for innovative translational science research projects. Her co-Investigators
include Dr. Heidi Preis, Dr. Clare Whitney and Dr. David Garry.

January 2023
Dr. Sierra Washington submitted an application to the “2023 Call for Proposals L’Initiative” from the French
Embassy for "Strengthening Health Systems at All Levels (Community to National)

February 2023
Dr. Cassandra Heiselman and her team received a LINCATS award for “Pregnancy Expectations Among
Stigmatized Populations: Life experiences, Vulnerabilities, and Community Role” Her Co-Investigators include
Dr.s Heidi Preis, Dr. Clare Whitney and Dr. David Garry.

Dr. Theofani Orfanelli and Dr. Eszter Boros submitted an NIH R02 for: “Development of a diagnostic PET and
fluorescent agent for B7H4 positive ovarian cancer”

April 2023
Dr. Theofano Orfanelli is a co-Investigator on a subcontract with PI Jacob Houghton, PhD from Viewpoint Molecular
Targeting for their STTR Fast Track application: “Antibody-based pretargeted alpha particle therapy for ovarian cancer”

May 2023
Dr. Gabrielle Gossner and co-Investigators Dr. William Burke and Dr. Theofano Orfanelli received funds from the NRG
Oncology Foundation Inc, for: “CC008 NRG-CC008 (ClinicalTrials.gov NCT # 04251052) A Non-randomized Prospective
Clinical Trial Comparing the Noninferiority of Salpingectomy to Salpingo-Oophrectomy to Reduce the Risk of Ovarian
Cancer Among BRCA-1 Carriers [SOROC]”

June 2023
Dr. Cassandra Heiselman is negotiating the set-up of the FNAIT clinical study: “A prospective, natural history study to
assess the occurrence of HPA-1a alloimmunization in women identified at higher risk for Fetal and Neonatal Alloimmune
Thrombocytopenia (FNAIT)” with Rallybio IPA, LLC.

Dr. Sierra Washington received a 2023/2024 Targeted Research Opportunity Program (TRO) Clinical Research Award from
the SOM Dean for: “Using mHealth Technology to Save Lives.”

Jennifer Griffin is a team member on Dr. Sharon Nachman’s application to the Health Resources and Services
Administration for the “Ryan White Part D WICY Base and Supplemental” grant.

Dr. Joseph Bacchi was awarded a Presidential Mini-Grant for Departmental Diversity for his work with the LGBTQ+
community.
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